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Agenda Item 2 Councillor Dispensation 

If there is an item on this agenda for which you have a pecuniary interest you will not be able to take part 

in any of the discussion or vote on a resolution.  However, if you wish the council to consider your 

request for dispensation you need to write to the Clerk ahead of the meeting stating your reasons on 

why you should be given a dispensation. 

 

Agenda Item 6 Routine Correspondence 

• Email from SALC in response to enquiry regarding Designated Green Spaces 

• Email from Steve Merry confirming he will be available to walk the village from mid February 

• Email from BDC regarding the Communities Strategy Consultation 
 
Agenda Item 7 Clerks Report 
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Agenda Item 9a Finance 
 
Receipts and Payments 

 

 
 
Bank Reconciliation 

 
 
Statement of Accounts vs Budget 

 
 
Agenda Item 9b Precept 2019/2020 

 

At the November 2018 meeting, it was agreed a total expenditure of £9,750.00 for 2019/2020 to include 

£1,500.00 towards the costs of the Neighbourhood Plan and increase to the Admin of £250 to include 

any additional training for councillors or the clerk: 
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Reserves held by APC 

If a poll is held for the APC election in May 2019, costs will be drawn from the Election reserve.  

Maintaining the reserves for asset replacement and allotment/conservation which may be spend in 

2019/2020.  General Reserves include CIL monies which have restrictions on how it can be spent.   
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The 3 examples I given show: 
Example 1: Increase Precept to £9,053.80 to cover expected expenditure 

Example 2: Increase Precept to £9,500.00 

Example 3: Increase Precept to £10,000.00 

 

The Council Tax that a Band D household in Assington pays is the Precept demanded by APC divided 

by the Tax Base received. 

 
Agenda Item 9e Status of planning applications 
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Agenda Item 12 Contracts for Grass Cutting 
David Gotts has quoted the following: 

• Allotments and conservation area (2018 = £135 for 3 cuts) 
• Footpaths (2018 = £360 for 6 cuts) 
• Permissive paths (2017 - £124 for 3 cuts) 

 Agenda Item13 Risk Register 

ASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT REPORT 
JANUARY 2019 
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Agenda Item 14 Internal Audit and Internal Control 
Under the Finance and Audit Regulations APC must carry out a review of its Internal Controls on at least 
an annual basis.   The regulations require the Council to carry out a review of the effectiveness of 
Internal Controls and to consider the findings of this review.  In 2011 the need for a council to review its 
systems of internal audit was removed.  However, as it appears to be a good process to undertaken 
annually, the current process is included for your review. 
 
Internal Controls 
The Parish Council accounts are produced on an excel spreadsheet.  This file along with all other data 
files held on behalf of the Council are backed up using BT’s Cloud. 
 
All entries within the Receipts and Payments are supported by documentation that is referenced back to 
the excel spreadsheet.  Each item of expenditure highlights the power used by Council and the minute 
where the expenditure was authorised.  On the foot of each page of the minutes the fact that Assington 
Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 18th May 2015 is noted.   A list of 
receipts and payments to be authorised at each meeting are contained in the RFO Report. 
 
The Council holds money at Barclays Bank and these balances are reconciled in the RFO Report for 
each scheduled meeting of the Council.  A councillor also checks the bank account statements against 
the reconciliation report at each meeting.  Three councillors, Symonds, Symons and Thorogood are the 
signatories for the Bank accounts. 
 
The councillors are also given a Statement of Affairs vs Budget in the RFO Report for their review at 
each scheduled meeting.  The annual budget proposal for 2019/2020 was reviewed at the APC meeting 
on 26th November 2018 and the process and financial statements are included in the minutes.   
 
VAT recoverable is normally claimed after the last meeting of the financial year in March.  
 
No Petty Cash is held by the Council and all cash / cheques received are deposited as soon as 
practicable after receipt. 
 
Internal Auditor 
Mr White was appointed as this Council’s Internal Auditor at the APC meeting held on 21st May 2018 
minute 18/046.  Mr White meets the criteria set for an internal auditor as he is completely independent 
from the Council, undertakes the audit in accordance to the APC’s Audit Plan with integrity, objectivity 
and a good understanding of local council legislation and procedures. 
 
Mr White produced a professional and helpful report for the 2017/2018 accounts which you accepted at 
the Parish Council meeting held on 21st May 2018 minute 18/053a. Mr White undertakes the level of 
coverage required of a council of this size at no fee. 


