
MINUTES OF MEETING OF ASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held in Assington Village Hall on Monday 15th October 2018 

 

 

SIGNED__________________________________     DATED__________________________ 
Assington Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 18th May 2015     

Present:  Councillors Simon Thorogood (Chairman), Stephen King, Rose Symonds and 

Bronwen Stacey  

 

Attending: Jane Hatton (Clerk) 

 

18/108 Apologies for Absence 

Councillors Steve Betts, John Symons, Helen Wallace and District Councillor Jennie Jenkins sent 

their apologies 

 

18/109 Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 

No interests were declared and no request for dispensation had been received. 

 

18/110 Minutes of Meeting held on 24th September 2018 

The minutes of the meeting were approved but for the resident comment that the footpath to The 

Thicks was overgrown in 18/099.  The section of footpath in question was the permissive path 

along the west side of The Street between Willow Tree Farm and the footpath to The Thicks.  

 

18/111 Public Forum 

No members of the public in attendance. 

 

18/112 Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Wallace had provided an update to be read out at the meeting stating that the group will be 
putting in a request in the November edition of the Assington News informing residents about the 
development of a questionnaire and requesting volunteers to help distribute and collect it in late 
November.  Both Cllrs King and Stacey had decided to resign from the group due to over 
commitments.  Councillors agreed that it was probably better for only one representative from the 
parish council to be on the group as it gave other residents the opportunity to get more involved.  
They agreed that they all wish to continue to support the work of the group and appreciated the 
amount of work which had already been achieved.  
 

It was agreed that as SCC Highways Dept were very unlikely to find the time to come to walk the 
village with councillors which had been requested since February 2018 and that Cllr Stacey would 
represent the council at the meeting at Endeavour House and raise the concerns of the parish 
council and well as the PCC. 
 
18/113 Routine Correspondence 

No further action was required from the clerk from correspondence received 

 

18/114 Clerk’s Report (Appendix A) 

The clerk had emailed Mr Thompson regarding expressing the gratitude of the council for not only 

keeping the footpath through The Thicks cut but also cutting other paths for the use of residents 

and had received a nice reply from Mr Thompson, who appreciates the extent to which people 

respect the wood and keep the litter etc to a minimum. 

 

Cllr Symonds will arrange to put the dog bin up at the end of the footpath in Wemsley Lane. 

 

18/115 Finance  

a. Councillors agreed the cost of £60 for Community Action Suffolk for hosting the website. 
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b. Councillors agreed the cost to reprint the Assington Footpath Map at the most effective 

cost.  Cllr King suggested printing 1000 would be enough and cost effective. 

a. Cheques signed as in Apprendix B and authorized by Councillors.  Councillors noted the 

income received since the last meeting and reconciliation of bank accounts against the 

bank statements, and the Statement of Accounts against the Budget. 

 

 

18/116 Planning 

a. Councillors reviewed Planning Permission – DC/18/04270 – Erection of dwelling, detached 

garage and air source heat pump at Land south of Maxton & Russet, The Street, Assington 

and resolved to support the application. 

b. Councillors reviewed Application for Lawful Development Certificate for proposed 

development – DC/18/04361 - Removal of existing garage and erection of timber frame, 

cladded extension with a mono-pitched roof at Lantern House, The Street, Assington and 

resolved that they had no objection. 

c. Cllr Thorogood had had a telephone conversation with the landowner of the land where the 

hedgerow and hardwood had been removed to make one field and was told that it had been 

done to improve a drainage issue.  The hedgerow and trees were growing in the ditch and 

the trees removed were multi stem.  It was agreed that the clerk should contact the members 

of the Neighbourhood Plan who were looking into TPO’s to forward the council a plan, as it 

would be good to identify which trees should have TPO’s in the village. 

d. The Status of planning applications previously reviewed are as follows: 
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18/117 Questions to the Chair 

a. Cllr Symonds mentioned that the gatepost on the footpath to The Thicks is rotten and being 

held up by the gate and therefore in danger of falling down.  Cllr King will contact Mike 

Townrow to find out if this is on his land. 

b. Cllr Symonds asked what the procedure is regarding spending the CIL monies received.  

The Clerk will contact District Councillor Jennie Jenkins to find out. 

c. Cllr King asked what the procedure is regarding putting floodlights on the Village Hall to 

enable the football team to practice one evening a week.   The Clerk to ask District 

Councillor Jennie Jenkins if this requires planning. 

  

18/118 Next Meeting 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on Monday 26th November 2018 at 7.30pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.05pm 

 

Appendix A Clerk’s Report 
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Appendix B RFO Report 

 
Receipts and Payments 

 
 
 
Bank Reconciliation 

 
 
 
Statement of Accounts vs Budget 

 
 
 
 
 
 


