
MINUTES OF MEETING OF ASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Held in Assington Village Hall on Wednesday 20th June 2018 

 

 

SIGNED__________________________________     DATED__________________________ 
Assington Parish Council adopted the General Power of Competence on the 18th May 2015     

Present:  Councillors Simon Thorogood (Chairman), Stephen King, Steve Betts, Rose 
Symonds, John Symons and Helen Wallace 

 
Attending: Jane Hatton (Clerk) and 10 members of the public 
 
18/062 Apologies for Absence 
Councillor Bronwen Stacey, District Councillor Jennie Jenkins and County Councillor James Finch 
sent their apologies 
 
18/063 Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 
No interests were declared and no request for dispensation had been received. 
 
18/064 Minutes of Meeting held on 21st May 2018 
The minutes of the meeting were approved. 
 
18/065 Public Forum 

A member of the public raised the issue of the 7 new proposed dwellings on Land East of The 
Street and the original objects of landscaping, land water and holding water and that the site will be 
liable to flood.  Properties 9 & 10 of the neighbouring site which had got planning permission on 
appeal according to Suffolk CC Flooding were still liable to flood and any land lower including this 
new site and existing neighbours.  The planning inspectorate had passed the responsibility of the 
control of foul water to the District Council and a neighbour to the site was concerned about foul 
water going into his pond.  An additional concern raised was the additional traffic on a rural road 
without a pavement.   

The public meeting was closed. 

 
18/066 Routine Correspondence 

a. An email had been received from BDC informing the council that Charlotte Bayes from the 

Planning Enforcement team would investigate the double garage and alinement of the kerb 

at St Edmunds Cottage and the clerk had contacted her for an update but not had a reply 

and the Clerk was asked to follow up.  Cllr King advised that there was an application on 

the 4th June for a new driveway which had not been sent to the clerk from BDC and the 

clerk confirmed that it was not listed in the consultee tray on the website.  Councillors 

reviewed Planning Application – DC/18/02520 – relocation of access drive serving new 

dwelling at St Edmunds Cottage, The Street, Assington.  Councillors resolved to object to 

this application on the grounds that: 

• The original location of the drive is adequate for the single garage as agreed in the 

planning permission granted. 

• This planning permission is being investigated by Planning Enforcement reference 

number 18/00167/NFP as a double garage is being erected without planning 

permission and the kerb is out of alinement. 

• The erection of a double garage without planning permission is an over 

development of the site. 

b. An email had been received from BDC regarding a Liaison meeting on the 10th July.  

Councillors requested the clerk to find out what will be discussed before deciding it they 

need to attend. 

c. An email had been received from BDC confirming that Christine McSloy will respond 

regarding placing a dog bin in Wemsley Lane but the Clerk had not received a response 
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and confirmed this would be followed up.  Cllr Thorogood suggested that the landowner be 

asked if they had any objections. 

d. Since the issue of the agenda an invite had been received from BDC regarding a meeting 

on Rural Housing on the 4th July and Cllrs Wallace and Symonds confirmed that they would 

attend.  The Clerk will confirm on their behalf. 

  

18/067 Clerk’s Report (Appendix A) 
After reviewing the Clerk’s Report there were no further actions requested of the Clerk. 

 
18/068 Finance  
All cheques signed and due for signing as itemised in Appendix B, were authorised by the 
councillors.  The councillors noted the income received since the last meeting and reconciliation of 
bank accounts against the bank statements, and the Statement of Accounts against the Budget. 
 
18/069 Planning  

a. Councillors reviewed Outline Planning Permission – DC/18/02596 – Erection of 7 

dwellings at Land East of The Street, Assington and resolved to object to this application on 

the following grounds: 

• Permission for planning had been refused by BDC initially and overturned regarding 

the neighbouring site on appeal and reasons for the refusal still apply  

• Overdevelopment of the site and no requirements for an additional 7 dwellings in 

addition to the 10 dwellings with planning permission failing to meet CS11 which 

requires development to be well designed and appropriate in size/scale and 

character to its setting and village. 

• No capacity of physical infrastructure with the additional risk of flooding including 

foul water 

• Highway issues with additional traffic generation and highway safety with no 

footpath connecting the proposed site with the amenities of the village 

• The impact on the development in a designated special landscape NPPF para 109. 

• The drive through the St Edmunds Close had been agreed for access for 

agricultural use only  

b. Councillors reviewed Planning Permission – DC/18/02584 – Erection of a single storey 

rear extension to 27 The Street, Assington and resolved to object to this application on the 

following grounds but would look to support an application for an extension to the rear of 

the property which could not been seen from the road. 

• Layout and density of the building design, visual appearance will spoil the proportion 

of the existing properties and the unusual design 

• Out of keeping with the street scene 

c. Councillors reviewed Planning Permission – DC/18/02160 – Barn Conversion to form 

annexe at Moors Farm, Wormingford Road, Assington and resolved to support the 

application but would request an added restriction that the annex is for family use only.  

d. Councillors reviewed Building Consent – DC/18/02161 – Barn Conversion to form annexe 

at Moors Farm, Wormingford Road, Assington and resolved to support the application 

e. Cllr Thorogood requested that the clerk contact Babergh Planning Department to request a 

meeting and suggested dates to discuss the amount of planning being granted in the village 

and especially DC/18/01759 which was granted this week without the requested site visit 

and to copy in the District Councillor. 
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e. The Status of planning applications previously reviewed are as follows: 

 

 

 
 
18/070 Questions to the Chair 

a. Cllr Wallace informed that a meeting had been held on Monday with those interested in the 

Neighbourhood Plan and that they were ready to proceed.  Councillors agreed to formally 

approve to proceed with the Neighbourhood Plan proposed by Cllr Wallace, second Cllr 

King. 

b. Cllr Symonds asked if a letter can be sent to Chris Heseltine’s solicitor registering the 

interest of the council in purchasing the reservoir.  Cllr Betts will provide the clerk with the 

contact details. 

c. Cllr Thorogood suggested that a letter be sent to Mr Thompson the owner of Assington 

Thicks to thank him for not only keeping the footpath cut but cutting other paths for the use 

of residents. 

  

18/071 Next Meeting 

The next scheduled will be held on Monday 30th July 2018 at 7.30pm. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.30pm 
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Appendix A Clerk’s Report 

 

Minute  Action Complete 


  Minutes placed on website and sent to parish magazine and Jennie 

Jenkins. 



  Planning responses sent to Babergh DC 

18/046 Clerk sent Mr White a letter of engagement to be Internal Auditor for 

2018/19 



18/050 Clerk emailed Jennie Jenkins the emails between her and Helen 

Wallace relating to the Breakers Yard 



18/053 Clerk emailed Annual Return to auditors 

18/053 e Clerk sent signed cheques  

18/054 h Clerk emailed Jennie Jenkins details of the outstanding planning 

applications and concerns relating to St Edmunds Cottage 



18/055 Clerk emailed BDC with a request for an additional dog bin 

   

  Clerks Hours  

  1st April 2018 to 1st June 2018 - 45 hours paid / 61 hours worked  

 
Appendix B RFO Report 

 
Receipts and Payments 

 
 
Bank Reconciliation 
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Statement of Accounts vs Budget 

 
 
 
 


