MINUTES OF MEETING OF ASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Held in Assington Village Hall on Monday 28th January 2019
Present:

Councillors Simon Thorogood (Chairman), Stephen King, Rose Symonds, Bronwen
Stacey, Steve Betts and Helen Wallace

Attending:

County Councillor James Finch, Jane Hatton (Clerk) and 2 members of the public

19/001 Apologies for Absence
Councillor John Symons and Babergh District Councillor Jennie Jenkins
19/002 Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation
No interests were declared and no request for dispensation had been received.
19/003 Minutes of Meeting held on 17th December 2018
The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
19/004 Public Forum
a. District Councillor Jennie Jenkins was unable to attend but provided the following report:
The Joint Local Plan consultation has been put on hold until after the May Elections due to
the Boundary changes and the number of new Cllrs that are expected to be elected thus
giving them the chance to get to know their Wards. The Budget goes to Full Council on the
19th February putting forward a £5 per annum increase on a Band D property, there has
been an unfortunate media article stating that this increase will be in place for the next 4
years, that cannot be agreed by the present Administration as after May the new Members
will be making the decisions. Within the Budget is a plan to increase the Capital Fund
Investment by a further £25m, this has not yet been agreed and Members are very wary
due to everything else that is going on.
b. County Councillor James Finch reported that the assessment report for the Sudbury
Congestion Relief Scheme has been published and the bypass had been put on hold.
Meetings are being organised to discuss the priorities. SCC are removing the grant funding
to the Citizens Advice Service but reducing it over the next 2 years but are giving them
assistance in finding other funding streams. A report has been published showing an
increase in sports and activity in Suffolk and employment from the sector is going faster
than any other. There are almost 900 children in care in Suffolk and James is organising
“drop in sessions” for residents to enable them to find out more about how to foster and
adopt. The first will be held in Leavenheath Village Hall on Monday 25th March and then
every quarter.
c. Cllr Finch confirmed that he will look into the safety issues at Ryes College as councillors
had been informed by the college that it is not a secure unit but further concerns had been
raised by residents which included children throwing stones at cars, playing dare in the
road and going on private property.
d. Cllr Stacey asked if details of the new speed reduction along the A134 could be sent to her
and Cllr Finch confirmed he would.
e. Cllr Stacey also raised the issue of the raised kerb outside St Edmunds Cottage and the
lack of response from SCC Highways. It was agreed that the clerk would email Steve
Merry at SCC Highways to ask for dates when he would be available to walk the village and
Cllr Finch will be copied into these emails, as he will also follow up both issues of the kerb
and the meeting with Steve Merry in the village.
f.

The owner of Assington Autos and the owner of the land spoke about the issues which
have been raised by residents and confirmed that they were dealing with the light issues by
lowering them, reducing the wattage of the lights by the street and putting them on a
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sensor. He is also building a new wall to contain the noise level and they are waiting to
hear from Environment Agency about a noise prevention plan they have put in place. He is
concreting a section at the back of the land to enable him to put up racks of cars but he can
only use the land which has a permit and will not using land further than the permit allows.
The site has not been in operation in January whilst this happens.
The public meeting was closed.
19/005 Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr Wallace reported that 52% of adults in the village had completed the survey and the NP group
are organizing a consultation event for the 13th April. A full NP update is in the February edition of
Assington News. The NP had signed up for a free 30 day trial of Parish Online which provides a
mapping service which is essential for the NP process. It was agreed that the Parish Council pay
for the first annual subscription of £100 proposed by Cllr Thorogood, second Cllr Stacy.
19/006 Routine Correspondence
a. It was agreed that the information sent from SALC regarding Designated Green Spaces
was quite specific and that there is not anything currently which could comply.
b. Email response from Steve Merry already discussed in item 19/004.
c. It was agreed that the council did not have anything to contribute to the Communities
Strategy Consultation.
d. Cllr Wallace had received a telephone message from the owners of Wrights Farm,
informing her that they now have to collect their post as the postman will not deliver due to
the difficulties of pulling out into the fast moving traffic on the A134 from their gateway. It
was mentioned that the speed reduction might make a difference and Cllr Wallace will
respond to the owners to explain that there was nothing the council could do but maybe the
homeowner could talk to the post office and find out if they could make the access better
for the postman.
e. Correspondence from a resident had been received regarding concerns about the adoption
of the kiosk. It was agreed that Cllr Symonds would respond and explain that the it had
been agreed as the option was either to adopt it or it was going to be removed. It had been
agreed to investigate other uses for the kiosk and those received so far had been a
bookstore, art gallery, tourist information centre, photos showing the history of Assington. It
as agreed to discuss it further at the next meeting in March.
f. Cllr King agreed that he would attend the funding events organized by BDC and
Community Action Suffolk on the 6th February.
19/007 Clerk’s Report (Appendix A)
It was agreed that nothing else was outstanding from the Clerk’s Report.
19/008 Maintenance of the Defibrillator
An invoice had been received to replace the pads for the defibrillator for £39 plus VAT which will be
required every 2 years and replacement of the internal battery in 2021, cost not confirmed. It was
proposed that future maintenance costs be covered by the parish council by Cllr King, second by
Cllr Thorogood.
19/009 Finance
a. All cheques signed and due for signing as itemised in appendix B, were authorised by the
councillors. The councillors noted the income received since the last meeting and
reconciliation of bank accounts against the bank statements, and the Statement of Accounts
against the Budget.
b. The Councillors reviewed the expenditure budget set as well as the earmarked and general
reserves (appendix C) and resolved to set a Precept of £9,500.00
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19/010 Planning
a. Planning Permission – DC/19/00210 – Application for Listed Building Consent to reinstate
former rear door opening to kitchen at The Old Workhouse, Further Street, Assington and
the councillors resolved to support to this application.
b. Status of planning applications previous reviewed by APC are as follows:

19/011 Election Briefing
Clerk updated councillors regarding the Election Briefing attended and it was agreed to put posters
up on both notice boards to advertise the May Elections.
19/012 Licensed Path, Footpaths and Assets
a. The Councillors resolved to award the 2019 grass cutting to David Gotts for the footpaths at
£60 per cut (6 cuts per year) £360 and for the allotment and conservation areas at £45 per
cut (3 cuts per year) £135. It was agreed that Cllrs King and Symonds would look at a
schedule for the permissive paths, as there is no longer any grass which needs to be cut
but only the hedge. Proposed Cllr King, second Cllr Symonds.
b. There were no issues raised regarding assets.
c. Cllr Symonds had reported a rotten handrail and missing step on a footpath and was
concerned regarding cyclists using footpath 18 and the clerk will investigate new signage.
d. It was agreed that a new bin was required at the front of the village hall to be located next
to the existing dog bin. The clerk was asked to investigate costs.
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19/013 Risk Management Register
The Councillors reviewed the risk assessment and management report (appendix D) and agreed
that it was appropriate for the APC’s level of operations.
19/014 Internal Audit
The Councillors reviewed the current system of internal audit and internal controls and resolved
that they were satisfied that they met the requirements expected of the council.
19/015 Question to the Chair
a. Cllr Stacey as editor of the Assington News had received a request from a resident to
update the information in the newsletter regarding the issues to TPO’s on the oaks along
the road from the A134 since the minutes in November 2018. The landowner owns the
trees and correspondence had been received from David Pizzey, Arboricultural Officer at
BDC that they did merit TPOs.
b. Cllr King wanted to point out that V&B were advertising the new houses as St Edmunds
Meadow but they had agreed this was only for advertisement and the development would
be called St Edmunds Close.
c. Residents have raised concerns regarding the number of cars being parked on farm land at
Barracks Farm and Cllr Thorogood will contact the landowner.
d. Concerns raised in item 19/004 regarding Ryes College, it was agreed that the clerk would
write again to the school with these concerns especially regarding the safety issues.
19/016 Next Meeting
The next scheduled meeting date is Monday 25th March 2019 starting at 7.30pm.
The meeting closed at 9.45pm
Appendix A Clerks Report
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Appendix B RFO Report
Receipts and Payments

Bank Reconciliation

Statement of Accounts vs Budget

Appendix C Precept
At the November 2018 meeting, it was agreed a total expenditure of £9,750.00 for 2019/2020 to
include £1,500.00 towards the costs of the Neighbourhood Plan and increase to the Admin of £250
to include any additional training for councillors or the clerk.
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Reserves held by APC
If a poll is held for the APC election in May 2019, costs will be drawn from the Election reserve.
Maintaining the reserves for asset replacement and allotment/conservation which may be spend in
2019/2020. General Reserves include CIL monies which have restrictions on how it can be spent.
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The 3 examples given show:
Example 1: Increase Precept to £9,053.80 to cover expected expenditure
Example 2: Increase Precept to £9,500.00
Example 3: Increase Precept to £10,000.00
The Council Tax that a Band D household in Assington pays is the Precept demanded by APC
divided by the Tax Base received.
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Appendix D Risk Register
ASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT REPORT
JANUARY 2019

End of Apprendices
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