
MINUTES OF MEETING OF ASSINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Held via Conference Call on Monday 18th May 2020  

 
 
Present: Councillors Simon Thorogood (Chairman), Rose Symonds, Helen Wallace, Ian 

Jordan, Andrew Hill and  Bronwen Stacey 
 
Attending: County Councillor James Finch, Babergh District Councillor Lee Parker and Jane 

Hatton (Clerk)  
 
20/037 Election of the Chairman 
It was resolved that Simon Thorogood be appointed as the Chairman of Assington Parish Council, 
who will sign the Declaration of Acceptance accordingly. 
 
20/038 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr John Symons 
 
20/039 Election of Vice Chair 
It was resolved that Andrew Hill be appointed as the Vice Chair of Assington Parish Council, who 
will sign the Declaration of Acceptance accordingly. 
 
20/040 Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation 
Cllr Stacey declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 20/050b as she is a member of the Assington 
PCC and the editor of the Assington News, which is funded by the Assington Association.  No 
requests for dispensation had been received. 
 
20/041 Minutes of Meeting held on 6th April 2020 
The minutes of the meeting were approved and will be signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 
20/042 HR and Standards Committees 
a. It was resolved that Cllr Stacey be appointed as member of the HR Committee.  A second Cllr  

to be appointed at the next meeting.  
b. Appointment for Standards Committees would be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
20/043 Representatives to Outside Bodies 
a. Appointment for the Assington Village Charity would be discussed at the next meeting. 
b. It was resolved that Cllr Stacey would be the representative to the Suffolk Association of Local 

Councils (SALC) 
 
20/044 Appointment of Councillors to review Planning Applications  
It was resolved that Cllr Symonds and Hill will continue to investigate all planning applications for 
subsequent reporting to the Parish Council meeting reviewing the application. 
 
20/045 Annual Subscriptions 
It was resolved that the annual memberships to SALC be renewed for 2020/21 proposed by Cllr 
Thorogood, second Cllr Stacey.  Community Action Suffolk will be renewed when details have 
been received. 
 
20/046 Public Forum 
CCllr James Finch provided his update that household waste recycling centres reopened last 
week.  He said that the County Council wish to ensure that anyone who needs assistance during 
Covid-19 is receiving it.  The majority of children have obtained their preferred place in Primary 
Schools.  The EDF consultation of Sizewell is looking to be delayed and there is also great concern 
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regarding the new proposal for three high voltage new power lines which would be coming across 
to Twinstead.  Responsibility for “dangerous parking” has moved from the police to the council. 
Adoption and Fostering is in high demand and events will commence again as soon as they are 
able.  Chambers buses provided a statement with the up to date information which Cllr Stacey will 
publish in the Assington News.  Following an email from Cllr Hill, CCllr Finch confirmed that he had 
chased a response from Paul Gant of Suffolk County Council and will contact him again.  Cllr 
Thorogood asked what the main costs were as a result of Covid-19 and CCllr Finch informed that 
there is an estimated extra spend of £75 million.  DCllr Parker advised that all the local authorities 
had been working well together and the resource has been poured into making sure that staff are 
able to work from home.  An update on all services had been circulated round a couple of weeks 
previously and he was also able to report that all businesses who had applied for the business 
grant had been contacted and planning meetings are being held virtually and the public can join 
these meetings. 
 
The public meeting was closed.  CCllr Finch and DCllr Parker left at this time. 
 
20/047 Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr Jordan advised that the draft plan was not ready to be reviewed as the team’s progress has 
been impacted by the Covid-19 restrictions.  They are unlikely to complete the plan perhaps even 
for a year due to government restrictions on holding referendums but they are able to continue to 
make progress.  In planning terms, if the plan has been submitted and examined although not 
voted upon at referendum, it will be noted and given almost as much weight at the District Council 
as if it had been.  The pre-submission consultation has happened and the team have received over 
30 useful comments which was the amount that is typical for a village of Assington’s size.  The 
team will bring a revised plan to be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
20/048 Routine Correspondence 
a. Cllr Symonds and Hill confirmed that the caravan had been removed. 
b. The email from Bryn Hurren regarding the bench being installed in May had been noted. 
c. Cllr Wallace asked about the email which had been received from the Environmental  

Agency in response following the Council contacting them to find out if the Noise              
Management Plan for Assington Autos had been received. They confirm that measures            
had been put in place to reduce the noise but that the plan has not yet been received. It                   
was agreed to follow this up. 

 
20/049 Clerk’s Report​ (Appendix A) 
It was agreed that nothing was outstanding from the Clerk’s Report. Cllr Symonds advised that the                
banner was now in place and she was waiting to hear how the resident would like to receive the                   
donation for the thank you boxes. 
 
20/050 Finance 

a. All cheques to be signed and due for signing as itemized in appendix B, were authorized by                 
the Councillors. The Councillors noted the income received since the last meeting and             
reconciliation of bank accounts against the bank statements, and Statement of Accounts            
against the Budget. 

b. Councillors resolved to donate £100 to Sudbury Citizens Advice and Assington Association,            
£50 to Marie Curie and £350 to Assington PCC. Proposed Cllr Thorogood and second Cllr               
Jordan. 

c. CIL Expenditure for 2019/20 was agreed. Cllr Jordan mentioned that the proposal            
previously was that the CIL monies would go toward traffic calming measures. He             
proposed that he would draft a letter to CCllr Finch to ensure that the report which was                 
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going to be done by Paul Gant at Suffolk Highways with a plan and costs following the walk                  
of the village in December was dealt with as a priority.  This was agreed. 

d. Councillors resolved to carry the following Earmarked Reserves forward to 2020/2021. 
 
Asset Replacement £1,500.00 
Allotments/Conservation £1,500.00 
Election Costs £1,500.00 
Total Earmarked Reserves £4,500.00 

 
20/051 Planning 
a. Councillors reviewed  ​Planning Application DC/20/01440 - ​Erection of single storey 
front/side extension at Zareba, The Street, Assington  and resolved to support the application. 
 
b. Status of planning applications previous reviewed by APC are as follows: 

 
 
20/052 Licensed Path, Footpaths and Assets 
a. Cllr Symonds provided a copy of her Footpath report - Apprendix C. 
b. The quote from David Gotts with the increase to the cutting the permissive paths to £135 to  

include the bank and hedge for outside 3&4 Woodlands was agreed. 
c. No other issues were raised. 
 
20/053 Question to the Chair 
No questions were raised. 
 
20/054 Next Meeting 
The next scheduled meeting date is Monday 27th July 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 
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Apprendix A Clerk’s Report 
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Apprendix B RFO Report 
 
Receipts and Payments 

 

 

 
 
Bank Reconciliation 

 
 
 
The Statement Balance includes the Neighbourhood Plan grant from Groundwork (£8982) of which  
£5954.99 was spent in 2019/20 and the remaining balance of £3027.01 is to be returned. 
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Statement of Accounts vs Budget 
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Apprendix D Footpath Report 

 
 
End of Appendices 
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